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     Rice begins The Pastor as Spiritual Guide by introducing the changing images or roles of pastors through the years.  He helps the reader to see how the needs of society have dictated the expectations of pastoral leadership.  For example, as many churches grew large and developed extensive programming, pastors were called on to fill the role of CEO as well as all their former duties.  Then Rice moves to a look at the current needs of the day and well conveys the hungers of modern people.  He quotes many leading voices of the day, two that spoke to me with great force.  Marcus J. Borg is quoted from his work,  Jesus:  A New Vision as saying, “the twin aches of modern people are cosmic loneliness and a yawning sense of meaninglessness.”  Rice also shares a belief of Henri Nouwen, that the principal tool of pastors is not a particular skill or technique;  it is their very being.  The principal tool for the work of pastoral ministry is one’s own faith.  Therefore, in these days of spiritual longing and searching, the opportunity is great for the pastor to do what pastors are best equipped to do – serve as guides to the spiritual life.

     Rice again quotes Nouwen to explain what he means by serving as a spiritual guide.  Nouwen believes that “ministry means the ongoing attempt to put one’s own search for God with all the moments of pain and joy, despair and hope, at the disposal of those who want to join the search but do not know how.”

     The remainder of the book discusses specific ways the pastor can serve as a spiritual guide.  Spiritual direction, worship, teaching, social change, management, spirituality and  other issues are pursued.  This is a great work to assist pastoral leaders in understanding their unique role as spiritual guides.

